Warsaw Kicks Off It’s First Ever Elementary XC Season Sept 12

On Thursday evening, September 12, the first ‘official’ elementary cross country meet was held
at the Warsaw high school course. This marked the first official meet because elementary cross
country became an official sport in Warsaw this year (2024). Two hundred and ninety-seven
third through sixth graders from nine elementary schools participated. These kids practice two to
three times per week and will participate in a second invitational on September 26, and then the
city championship meet will be held on October 3. Four races were held this past Thursday:
3rd-4th grade girls and 3rd-4th grade boys ran a one mile course, followed by fifth-sixth grade
girls and fifth-sixth grade boys who competed over a one-and-half mile course. All meets are
held on the high school course on Logan Street. For the first two invitationals, no team scores
are kept, but times are recorded for the top ten finishers in each race. These 40 athletes have
the distinction of running the fastest top ten times to date! Ninety girls participated in the 3rd/4th
grade mile and were led by Jubilee Simfukwe, a 4th grader from Jefferson Elementary who won
the race in 6:48.4. The top ten finishers all ran under 8:00 in the girl’'s mile race. Leesburg’s
fourth grader, John Warner, won the mile boys race in 6:26.4 beating out 85 boys. Lucy Purdy, a
6th grader from Jefferson, was the first out of 50 runners to cross the finish line in the girl's 1.5
mile race in 10:49.3, coming in 21 seconds before the second place competitor. The winner of
the boy’s 1.5 mile competition, which saw 54 athletes competing, was Magnus Granger, 6th
grader from Eisenhower with a time of 9:40.4, crossing the finish line 41 seconds ahead of the
second place runner.

The goal as a cross country runner is to improve your personal time each time you race.
Success is measured in improvement just as much as finishing place. Another goal for these
young runners is to be able to run their mile and 1.5 mile courses without walking. Warsaw is
excited to have almost 300 elementary students involved in this first-time sport and hope the
number of participants grows next year.

All four of Thursday’s first place finishers happen to be part of the WR2 Running Club here in
Warsaw whose mission is to cultivate a love for running while offering expert coaching. Their
vision is to inspire and develop the next generation of passionate and accomplished athletes in
the realm of distance running. The running club is dedicated to creating a supportive and
empowering environment where young athletes of all ages can flourish. Members participate in
mega-regional and national meets during the cross country season. This fall, runners from WR2
will participate in the Indiana Middle School State Meet, Nike XC Regional, and Footlocker
regional events. For more information about the WR2 Running Club, email
WRSquared23@gmail.com.

Top Ten results below.



Top Ten Finishers from Invitational #1 Sept 12, 2024

3rd-4th Grade Girls (1 Mile)
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7
8
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Jubilee Simfukwe
Kinsely Purdy
Adeline Boren
JoJo Pixten
Palmer Miller
Lacey Young
Emery Brewton
Miller, Harper
Kailie Holler
Lorelei Renninger

3rd-4th Grade Boys (1 Mile)

1
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5
6
7
8
9
1

5th-6th Grade Girls (1.5 Mile)

John Warner

Crew Wiggins

Oliver Patrick

Nash Polston

Calvin Sylvius

Baxter Hodorek
Deacon Moore
Cameron Popenfoose
Luke Kreider

0. Ashton Lantz
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Lucy Purdy

Elliott Lock
Makenzie Warner
Kate Schini
Londyn Pixton
Lyla Sudhoff
Evelyn Porter
Pippa Hill

Brie Stookey

Avery Davis

JEFF
JEFF
LINC
EISE
LEES
CLAY
MADI
MADI
WASH
SAHT

LEES
EISE
JEFF
LEES
EISE
EISE
EISE
MADI
LEES
SAHT

JEFF
CLAY
LEES
EISE
EISE
EISE
LEES
EISE
MADI
LEES

4th
4th
4th
3rd
4th
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
3rd

4th
3rd
4th
3rd
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th

6th
6th
6th
6th
5th
5th
6th
5th
6th
6th

6:48.4
6:59.0
7:11.1
7:22.4
7:23.6
7:34.6
7:46.0
7:54.2
7:54.8
7:56.1

6:26.4
6:32.7
6:35.1
6:40.1
6:44.3
6:46.6
6:55.0
6:58.9
7:03.2
7:04.2

10:49.3
11:10.1
11:13.1
11:18.6
11:20.9
11:28.9
11:29.8
11:30.8
11:31.4
11:41.9



5th-6th Grade Boys (1.5 Mile)
1.
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Magnus Granger
Nolan Kesler
Sully Boren

. Xavier Bright

Noah Henderson
Weston Boyer
Finn Miller

. Theo Silveus

Henry Gough
Dane Mason

EISE
JEFF
EISE
CLAY
SAHT
EISE
LEES
EISE
EISE
JEFF

6th
6th
5th
5th
6th
5th
6th
6th
6th
6th

9:40.4

10:21.7
10:23.8
10:41.2
10:44.5
10:48.5
11:01.9
11:08.5
11:13.2
11:21.6



