
Lakeview Boys Cross Country Team Kicks Off Season with Impressive Performance
Against Wawasee and Edgewood

Lakeview, August 22, 2024 — The Lakeview Tigers’ boys cross country team made a
compelling statement at their season opener against Wawasee and Edgewood, showcasing
significant improvements from last year despite fielding a predominantly young team with only
six returning runners.

The Tigers' race was highlighted by Spiros Christos, who led the charge with a remarkable
performance. Christos set a blistering pace, crossing the mile marker in just 5:30 and finishing
with an outstanding time of 10:54 to secure first place overall. His dominant performance set the
tone for the team and demonstrated his clear intent to lead by example.

Clint Douglas also turned heads with his surprising performance. Expected to hit the mile
marker at 6:34, Douglas stunned everyone by coming through at 6:14. Despite initial concerns
about whether he could maintain that pace, Douglas finished strong in second place for
Lakeview and sixth overall, proving his resilience and competitive spirit.

The team's strength extended beyond the top finishers, with seventh-grader Alek Lantz securing
third place for Lakeview and ninth overall with a time of 12:32. Lantz's determination and skill
were evident as he held his own against more experienced competitors.

Luke VanderBie finished 12th overall and fourth for the Tigers with a time of 13:05. Following
close behind were Logan Hamstra and Benjamin Maile, who crossed the line in 15th and 16th
place with times of 13:19 and 13:28, respectively. Their solid performances contributed
significantly to the team’s overall result.

The team’s seventh runner, Zeke Gardner, demonstrated substantial improvement. After a
challenging previous season, Gardner showcased his dedication and progress by finishing with
a time of 13:31, 30 seconds faster than his goal mile split and 20 seconds faster than his
expected finish time. This time was also six seconds faster than his previous personal record,
underscoring his hard work and determination.

Coach Granger was pleased with the team’s performance, noting the significant strides made by
both the eighth graders stepping up and the motivated seventh graders. “The boys showed
incredible improvement from last year,” said Coach Granger. “We’ve got a mix of seasoned
runners and promising newcomers, and it’s exciting to see them come together and perform so
well.”

With a promising start to the season, the Lakeview boys’ cross country team appears poised for
a successful year ahead, fueled by a blend of returning experience and youthful energy.



Lakeview Cross Country Girls Team Shines in Season Opener Against Wawasee and
Edgewood

Lakeview, August 22, 2024 — The Lakeview Tigers' cross country teams kicked off their season
with an impressive showing at their first meet of the year, facing strong competition from
Wawasee and Edgewood. The girls' team, in particular, delivered a standout performance,
demonstrating both speed and teamwork on a warm sunny evening.

Leading the charge for the Lakeview Tigers was Dani Rastrelli, who clinched the top spot with a
time of 11:50. Following closely was Gracie Boren, who finished second with a time of 12:04.
Their strong finishes set a confident tone for the rest of the team.

In a race marked by tight competition, Hannah Schini secured a commendable fourth place with
a time of 12:44, narrowly trailing Wawasee's top runner. The performance of Lakeview's top
seven runners was further bolstered by Mollie Palladino, who finished fifth with a time of 13:18,
Adi Purdy in sixth place at 13:24, Eden Gackenheimer 13:53, finishing seventh, and Estelle
Jaumard who rounded out the top seven finishing eighth overall with a time of 14:23. The team's
consistency was evident as they held their positions from start to finish, with only one Wawasee
runner breaking into their top seven.

"We are thrilled with how the team performed today," said Coach Granger. "The girls showed
great depth and determination in spite of missing one of our top 5 runners Alexis Roly and Anya
Puthucode who would have no doubt finished in the top 7 to 10. Dani and Gracie led with
exceptional times, and our pack running was especially strong, helping us to dominate the field."

The meet not only showcased individual talent but also highlighted the effectiveness of
Lakeview’s collective strategy. The Tigers’ depth and tactical running enabled them to stay
ahead, despite stiff competition.

With the season just beginning, the Lakeview girls' cross country team has set a high bar for the
upcoming races. Their performance at this meet promises an exciting season ahead, full of
potential and promise.


